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Families raise chickens because it’s fun. Keeping a backyard 
flock is a chance to share fresh eggs with your family and 
friends, collect eggs of every color and teach children about 
where their food comes from. Each moment is a celebration. 
At Purina, we are proud to be part of this journey, helping 
animals unlock their greatness each day. 

It all starts with 12 backyard coops on our farm in Missouri. 
Just like our customers, our Ph.D. nutritionists, feed formulators 
and flock caregivers work with backyard chickens each  
day. Before we put a feed on the market, we feed it to our 
hens – an important step as backyard birds require different 
care and nutrients than birds in a commercial setting. 

We’re an American farmer-owned cooperative. Purina is part 
of Land O’Lakes, Inc. Many of our farmers who grow our 
grains help lead our team. That’s how it’s been since 1921.

Nearly a century of poultry research and more than 5,700 
studies have made Purina one of the most recognized and 
trusted poultry feed brands. That’s the Purina difference: 
research-proven feeds, quality ingredients and nearly  
a century of expertise packed into each bag. 

With more than 60 feed mills throughout the United States, 
we likely have a feed mill in your area. This means your feed 
may be made closer than you think.
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Purina® 
Organic
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Layena®+ 
Omega-3

Purina® 
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Free Range

Purina® 
Premium

Purina® 
Home Grown®

USDA 
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All Purina® feeds are made to provide everything your 
flock needs and backed by an American farmer-owned 
cooperative; some feeds support optimal bird health,  
growth and performance.
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Choosing a Complete 
Feeding Program For 
Your Laying Chickens

At 18 weeks, switch to a complete layer feed that  
includes Purina’s exclusive Oyster Strong® System

For birds not being raised on a complete 
feeding program, supplement their diets 
with Purina® Chick Grit, Purina® Poultry 
Grit or Purina® Oyster Shell.

For meat birds and mixed flocks (ducks, geese and other 
poultry): Feed Purina® Flock Raiser® Pellets or Crumbles 
or Purina® Meat Bird Feed day 1 through adulthood. 
Feed ducks Purina Duck Feed pellets or Flock Raiser. 
Supplement laying ducks with Purina Oyster Shell.

For laying hens in molt, transition to Purina® Flock 
Raiser® crumbles to help with feather regrowth and 
supplement with oyster shell. Transition back to a 
complete layer feed when hens return to laying.  

Are your birds
vaccinated for
coccidiosis?

18+ WeeksHow old are 
your birds?

1 Day –  
18 Weeks

Which type  
of feed do  

you prefer?

Which type  
of feed do  

you prefer?

Organic or 
non-GMO

Traditional

Traditional

Yes No Unsure

Or do you 
want more 
omega-3 in 
your eggs?

Or do you 
want to mimic 
a free-range 

diet?

Do you like to feed treats to your hens?

START

Organic or 
non-GMO

Purina® 
Layena®+ 
Omega-3 

Pellets

Purina® Layena®+  
Free Range Layer Feed

Purina® Organic 
Starter-Grower

Purina®

Flock 
Block

Purina®

Farm to 
Flock™ Treats

Purina® 
Start & Grow® 

Non-Medicated

Purina® 
Start & Grow® 

Medicated

Purina® 
Organic 

Scratch Grains

Purina®

Scratch 
Grains

Purina® Organic Layer 
Pellets or Crumbles

Purina® Layena® 
Pellets or Crumbles



Purina® Flock Strong™ 
Feeding Program
Start strong. Lay strong. 
Stay strong. 

No matter the age of the bird, they require 38 different 
nutrients to start strong, lay eggs with strong shells, and stay 
strong.  When you choose a Purina® complete poultry feed for 
baby chicks or laying hens, all 38 nutrients are included right 
in the bag – no need to supplement.

The Purina® Flock Strong™ feeding program is simple:
 ■ For layer chicks from day 1 through first egg:  
  Choose a Chick Strong™ starter-grower feed

 ■ For laying hens, starting at week 18: Choose a layer feed   
  that includes the Oyster Strong® System

9

Choose a Chick Strong™ 
starter-grower feed.

Day 1 − Week 18:

Choose a layer feed with
the Oyster Strong® System. 

Starting at Week 18 (or First Egg):

The Flock Strong™

Feeding Program
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Greatness starts on day one. Baby chicks require 38 unique 
nutrients to start strong and grow into happy, healthy hens. 

Each of these nutrients plays a unique role in chick growth and 
development. Some nutrients directly impact bone, skeletal 
and chick growth while others work in tandem to support bird 
health and appearance. 

Chicks grow quickly so a strong start is crucial. Early growth 
and health sets the stage for long-term health and happiness. 

Purina® starter-grower feeds include the optimal combination 
of the 38 required nutrients. This means all the nutrients baby 
chicks need are included in the bag, no need to supplement. 

Purina®  
Chick Strong™ Feeds
Strong shells, fresh eggs
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What to look for in a
Starter-Grower Feed:

18% protein 
and 1.25% 
calcium 
for bone and 
body growth 

Prebiotics 
and probiotics 
for immune and 
digestive health

Amino acids, 
like lysine and 
methionine, for 
skeletal, muscle 
and feather 
development

Marigold 
extract for 
brightly colored 
beaks, feet and 
legs and overall 
appearance

Calcium, 
phosphorous 
and trace 
minerals for 
bone strength

Vitamins A, D, 
E, K and B for 
overall health
and growth 
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Purina® Start & Grow®

Non-Medicated Crumbles

Recommended for: 
Layer chicks and pullets from day one through week 18 that 
have been vaccinated for coccidiosis.

Why choose Purina® Start & Grow® 
Non-Medicated feed: 
Strong chicks equal healthy hens. Purina® Start & Grow® 
Non-Medicated crumbles is a Chick Strong™ Feed. It includes 
the optimal combination of the 38 nutrients chicks need to 
grow and develop into happy, healthy hens. 

Key benefits and features:
 ■ A Chick Strong™ Feed: Complete and balanced recipe  
  with the optimal combination of the 38 required nutrients  
  chicks need to grow at a proper pace   
 ■ Essential amino acids: The feed contains 18% protein  
  and has been enhanced lysine and methionine to support  
  muscle and skeletal development

 ■ Prebiotics and probiotics: Supports immune and  
  digestive health

 ■ Vitamins A, B, D, E and K: Help chicks grow into healthy  
  adult birds

 ■ Added marigold extract: For brightly colored   
  beaks and bright plumage

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Start & Grow® Non-Medicated feed to layer chicks 
from day one through week 18 as at least 90 percent of the 
chick’s diet. If chicks were started on Purina® Start & Grow® 
Medicated feed, do not switch them to non-medicated until 
the first egg arrives. In either case, transition to Purina® 
Layena® or Layena® Plus Omega-3 feed at week 18.
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................18.00%
Lysine (min) ............................................................... 0.90%
Methionine (min) ........................................................0.34%
Crude Fat (min) ......................................................... 3.00%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 5.00%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ....................................................0.75%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................1.25%
Phosphorus (P) (min) .................................................0.55%
Salt (NaCl) (min) .........................................................0.25%
Salt (NaCl) (max) .......................................................0.75%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.55%
Manganese (Mn) (min) .............................................55 ppm
Vitamin A (min) .................................................. 5,000 IU/lb
Vitamin E (min).........................................................14 IU/lb
Phytase (A. Oryzae) (min) .................................. 227 FYT/lb
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Purina® Start & Grow®

Medicated Feed

Recommended for: 
Layer chicks and pullets from day one through week 18 that 
have not been vaccinated for coccidiosis or chicks with an 
unknown vaccination status.

Why choose Purina® Start & Grow®  
Medicated feed: 
Purina® Start & Grow® Medicated feed includes all the same 
nutrients as Purina® Start & Grow® Non-Medicated feed and 
also includes amprolium. Amprolium helps protect chicks
from coccidiosis.

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Medicated: Includes amprolium to help prevent   
  coccidiosis; amprolium is not an antibiotic and is not  
  affected by the Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD)

 ■ A Chick Strong™ Feed: Complete and balanced recipe  
  with the optimal combination of the 38 required nutrients  
  chicks need to grow at a proper pace

 ■ Essential amino acids: Contains 18% protein and is  
  enhanced with lysine and methionine to support muscle  
  and skeletal development

 ■ Prebiotics and probiotics: Supports immune and  
  digestive health

 ■ Added marigold extract: For brightly colored   
  beaks and bright plumage

 ■ Vitamins A, B, D, E and K: Help chicks grow into healthy  
  adult birds

 ■ Available in crumbles only

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Start & Grow® Medicated feed to layer chicks 
from day one through week 18 as at least 90 percent of the 
chick’s diet. Transition to Purina® Layena® or Layena® Plus 
Omega-3 feed at week 18.
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................18.00%
Lysine (min) ............................................................... 0.90%
Methionine (min) ........................................................0.34%
Crude Fat (min) ......................................................... 3.00%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 5.00%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ....................................................0.75%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................1.25%
Phosphorus (P) (min) .................................................0.55%
Salt (NaCl) (min) .........................................................0.25%
Salt (NaCl) (max) .......................................................0.75%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.55%
Manganese (Mn) (min) .............................................55 ppm
Vitamin A (min) .................................................. 5,000 IU/lb
Vitamin E (min).........................................................14 IU/lb
Phytase (A. Oryzae) (min) .................................. 227 FYT/lb

Active drug ingredient:
Amprolium .................................................................. 0.0125%
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Purina® Organic 
Starter-Grower Feed

Recommended for: 
Layer chicks being raised to produce organic eggs from day 
one through week 18. 

Why choose Purina® Organic 
Starter-Grower feed: 
Purina® Organic Starter-Grower feed is certified USDA 
Organic and is made with non-GMO ingredients. Because it 
includes Purina’s Chick Strong™ Feeds, it contains the optimal 
combination of the 38 nutrients chicks need to grow and 
develop into happy, healthy hens – no need to supplement.    

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Certified USDA Organic: Fulfills USDA requirements  
  to guarantee the product is made without the use of  
  pesticides, fertilizers, and genetically modified
  organisms (GMOs)

 ■ A Chick Strong™ Feed: Complete and balanced recipe  
  with the optimal combination of the 38 required nutrients  
  chicks need to grow at a proper pace

 ■ Essential amino acids: Contains 18% protein and is  
  enhanced with methionine to support muscle and  
  skeletal development

 ■ Added marigold extract: For brightly colored   
  beaks and bright plumage

 ■ Vitamins A, B, D, E and K: Help chicks grow into healthy  
  adult birds

 ■ Available in crumbles
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Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Organic Starter-Grower feed for at least 90 percent 
of the diet from day one through week 18. The USDA requires 
that for farm fresh eggs or meat to be certified organic, it must 
be from birds that have been under continuous organic 
management beginning no later than the second day of life.  
At week 18, transition to Purina® Organic layer feed. 

Purina® Organic Starter-Grower feed can also be fed to 
organic birds during molt and retirement. 

Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................18.00%
Lysine (min) ............................................................... 0.90%
Methionine (min) ........................................................0.34%
Crude Fat (min) ......................................................... 3.00%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 5.50%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ....................................................0.70%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................1.20%
Phosphorus (P) (min) ................................................ 0.60%
Salt (NaCl) (min) ......................................................... 0.10%
Salt (NaCl) (max) ...................................................... 0.60%
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When birds start laying eggs around week 18 –20, their 
nutritional requirements change. Most importantly, they need 
more calcium to make eggshells. 

Each eggshell includes two grams of calcium. To make the 
shell, each hen needs four grams of calcium per day—slowly 
broken down over a 24-hour period. Without a consistent 
supply of calcium, hens will pull calcium from their bones 
and weaken their bodies to make eggs. Eggshell strength is 
important because it is an indicator of hen health and impacts 
egg safety. Each eggshell has up to 17,000 pores. Weaker 
shells have larger pores, allowing bacteria to enter the egg 
while stronger shells have smaller pores, preventing bacteria 
from entering.1  

For strong eggshells and fresh eggs, Purina’s layer feeds 
include the Oyster Strong® System. The system’s proprietary 
blend of oyster shell and key vitamins and minerals, like 
vitamin D and manganese, ensures calcium will be available at 
night when laying birds are forming eggs. 

If you choose a complete layer feed with the Oyster Strong® 
System, there is no need to supplement — the necessary 
calcium is included in every bite. 
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Purina® Oyster Strong® 
System
Strong shells. Fresh eggs. 
Strong bodies. 

1 “How thick is an eggshell?” University of California-Santa Barbara. http://www.eggnutritioncenter.org/ 
  blog/fun-fact-friday-an-egg-has-7000-17000-tiny-pores-on-its-shell/. 11 September 2017.
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Purina® Layena® 
Pellets and Crumbles

Recommended for: 
Laying hens 18 weeks and older to support optimal hen health 
and consistent egg production.  

Why choose Purina® Layena® Feed: 
Purina® Layena® Pellets and Crumbles provide all 38 nutrients 
hens need. These products also contain Purina’s exclusive 
Oyster Strong® System for strong shells and fresh eggs.

Key benefits and features:
 ■ 16% protein, 3.25% calcium: Maintains hen health and  
  supports consistent egg production

 ■ Includes the Oyster Strong® System: Large-particle  
  calcium breaks down steadily, so calcium is available  
  during the entire egg formation process 

 ■ Essential amino acids: Enhanced with lysine and methionine  
  to help produce wholesome eggs and beautiful feathering      
 ■ Prebiotics and probiotics: Supports immune and  
  digestive health

 ■ Added marigold extract: For brightly colored yolks     
 ■ Available in Pellets and Crumbles: Choice is a personal  
  preference. Pellets are a great way to limit feed waste.

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Layena® Pellets or Crumbles to laying hens as at 
least 90 percent of the diet.

Most flocks should not need to supplement with oyster shell; 
however, it is good practice to place a dish of oyster shell out 
during hot weather. Hens will eat the oyster shell if needed. 

During molt, switch to Purina® Flock Raiser® Feed for added 
protein needed for feather regrowth. When hens start laying 
again, transition back to Purina® Layena® Feed. 
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................16.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................0.70%
Methionine (min) ....................................................... 0.30%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 6.50%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ....................................................3.25%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................4.25%
Phosphorus (P) (min) .................................................0.45%
Salt (NaCl) (min) .........................................................0.25%
Salt (NaCl) (max) .......................................................0.75%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.55%
Manganese (Mn) (min) ...........................................100 ppm
Vitamin A (min) .................................................. 3,000 IU/lb
Vitamin D3 (min) ................................................... 800 IU/lb
Vitamin E (min).........................................................12 IU/lb
Phytase (A. Oryzae) (min) .................................. 227 FYT/lb
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Purina® Layena®+ 
Omega-3 Pellets

Recommended for: 
Laying hens 18 weeks and older to support optimal hen health 
and consistent egg production with added omega-3 fatty acids.   

Why choose Purina® Layena® Plus 
Omega-3 Feed: 
Purina® Layena®+ Omega-3 feed includes all 38 nutrients hens 
need with added omega-3. With Layena®+ Omega-3 feed, 
hens can produce eggs with more omega-3 fatty acids than 
store-bought eggs.2 

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Added egg nutrition: Formulated to produce a large egg  
  that contains 250 mg omega-3 fatty acids as compared  
  to a traditional, store-bought large egg that contains
  50 mg of omega-3 fatty acids2

 ■ Includes the Oyster Strong® System: Large-particle  
  calcium breaks down steadily, so calcium is available  
  during the entire egg formation process 

 ■ 16% protein, 3.50% calcium: Maintains hen health and  
  supports consistent egg production

 ■ Essential amino acids: Enhanced with lysine and methionine  
  to help produce wholesome eggs and beautiful feathering      
 ■ Prebiotics and probiotics: Supports immune and  
  digestive health

 ■ Added marigold extract: For brightly colored yolks

 ■ Available in mini pellets only

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina®  Layena®+ Omega-3 feed to laying hens as at 
least 90 percent of the diet. 

If you are switching from a crumble feed, introduce the pellets 
gradually. Start by sprinkling a handful of the new feed on 
top of the flock’s current feed. Over the next several days, 
increase the amount of pellets being added each day. Stir the 
feeds together, so birds are eating both old and new feed.
By the end of the 7-10 day period, the feeder should contain 
only the layer feed pellets. 
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................16.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................0.70%
Methionine (min) ....................................................... 0.30%
Crude Fat (min) ......................................................... 3.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .....................................................7.00%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ................................................... 3.50%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................4.50%
Phosphorus (P) (min) .................................................0.45%
Salt (NaCl) (min) ........................................................ 0.20%
Salt (NaCl) (max) .......................................................0.70%
Sodium (Na) (max) .................................................... 0.60%
Manganese (Mn) (min) ...........................................100 ppm
Vitamin A (min) .................................................. 3,000 IU/lb
Vitamin D3 (min) ................................................ 1,000 IU/lb
Vitamin E (min)........................................................ 70 IU/lb
Phytase (A. Oryzae) (min) .................................. 227 FYT/lb
Omega-3 Fatty Acid (min) .........................................1.00%

2 When fed a diet of Layena®+ Omega-3 exclusively for at least 3 weeks. Based on large egg (56g). Re-
sults may vary with factors such as total diet and hen health. Compared to a typical egg that contains 
50mg omega-3 fatty acids.
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Purina® Layena®+  
Free Range Layer Feed

Recommended for: 
Laying hens 18 weeks and older to support optimal hen health and 
consistent egg production that mimics a free-range diet.  

Why choose Purina® Layena®+ 
Free Range Layer Feed: 
Purina® Layena®+ Free Range Layer Feed includes all 38 
nutrients hens need while also mimicking a free-range diet. 
Purina® Layena®+ Free Range Layer Feed is made with grains 
and insect protein so hens can enjoy a sustainable, free-range 
diet no matter the weather or where they live.

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Sustainable protein source: Insect protein requires 
  less land per pound of protein than other common 
  protein sources.

 ■ Mimics a free-range diet: Contains insect protein  
  and grains.  

 ■ Complete nutrition: Includes all 38 unique nutrients  
  hens need to lay strong and stay strong – no need  
  to supplement. 
 ■ Supports strong hens and strong shells: Includes our  
  exclusive Oyster Strong® System to support strong bones  
  and strong-shelled eggs. 

 ■ Next level ingredients: Targeted amino acids,  
  antioxidants, essential minerals, prebiotics, probiotics  
  and marigold extract support digestive health, bird  
  immunity, feather coloring and egg yolk vibrancy. 

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Layena®+ Free Range Layer Feed free-choice as 
the sole ration to laying chickens after 18 weeks of age and 
throughout the laying cycle. 

Most flocks should not need to supplement with oyster shell; 
however, it is good practice to place a dish of oyster shell out 
during hot weather. Hens will eat the oyster shell if needed.
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................16.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................0.70%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 6.50%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ....................................................3.25%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................4.25%
Phosphorus (P) (min) .................................................0.45%
Vitamin A (min) .................................................. 3,000 IU/lb
Vitamin D3 (min) ................................................... 800 IU/lb
Vitamin E (min).........................................................12 IU/lb
Manganese (Mn) (min) ...........................................100 ppm
Methionine (min) ....................................................... 0.30%
Sodium (Na) (min) ..................................................... 0.30%
Sodium (Na) (max) .................................................... 0.80%
Phytase (A. Oryzae) (min) .................................. 227 FYT/lb
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Purina® Organic Layer 
Pellets and Crumbles

Recommended for:
Laying hens 18 weeks and older to support optimal hen health 
and consistent organic egg production.  

Why choose Purina® Organic Layer Feed: 
Many families raise organic flocks to produce organic eggs. 
Purina® Organic Layer Pellets and Crumbles are certified 
USDA Organic and made with non-GMO ingredients. 

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Certified USDA Organic: Fulfills USDA requirements  
  to guarantee the product is made without the use of  
  pesticides, fertilizers, and genetically modified
  organisms (GMOs)

 ■ Includes Oyster Strong® System: Large-particle calcium  
  breaks down steadily, so calcium is available during the  
  entire egg formation process

 ■ 16% protein, 3.25% calcium: Maintains hen health and  
  supports consistent egg production

 ■ Provides essential amino acids, vitamins and minerals:   
  To help produce wholesome eggs and beautiful feathering     
 ■ Rich in antioxidants: Supports immune and
  digestive health     
 ■ Available in pellets and crumbles: Choice is a   
  personal preference. Pellets are a great way to limit  
  feed waste.

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Organic Layer Pellets or Crumbles to organic 
laying hens as at least 90 percent of the diet. 

If you are selling certified organic eggs, birds must be fed 
Purina® Organic Starter-Grower feed from day two or earlier. 
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................16.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................0.70%
Methionine (min) ....................................................... 0.30%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 6.50%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ....................................................3.25%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................4.25%
Phosphorus (P) (min) ................................................ 0.50%
Salt (NaCl) (min) ........................................................ 0.30%
Salt (NaCl) (max) ...................................................... 0.80%
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Purina® Home Grown® 
Starter/Grower Crumbles

Recommended for: 
Layer chicks and pullets from day one through week 18.

Why choose Purina® Home Grown®  
Starter/Grower Crumbles: 
Purina® Home Grown® Starter/Grower Crumbles is a value 
option of complete, consistent feed which includes the 
nutrients chickens need to stay happy and healthy. Available in 
both medicated (with amprolium) and non-medicated options.

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Premium, mixed grains: Freshly-ground  
  North American grains 

 ■ Essential amino acids: Contains 18% protein and is   
  enhanced with lysine and methionine to support muscle   
  and skeletal development. 

 ■ Vitamins A, B, D, E and K: Help chicks grow into healthy   
  adult birds

 ■ Value option: For additional features including prebiotics,   
  probiotics and the Oyster Strong® System, consider   
  Purina® premium poultry feeds.

 ■ Available in crumbles only

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Home Grown® Starter/Grower Crumbles to layer 
chicks from day one through week 18 as at least 90 percent of 
the chick’s diet. Transition to Purina® Home Grown® Layer feed 
at week 18. 
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................18.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................0.95%
Methionine (min) ........................................................0.35%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.50%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ....................................................0.75%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................1.25%
Phosphorus (P) (min) .................................................0.55%
Salt (NaCl) (min) ........................................................ 0.20%
Salt (NaCl) (max) ...................................................... 0.60%
Vitamin A (min) .................................................. 3,500 IU/lb
Vitamin E (min)........................................................ 10 IU/lb

30
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Purina® Home Grown®  
Layer Pellets and Crumbles

Recommended for: 
Laying hens 18 weeks and older to support hen health and 
consistent egg production.

Why choose Purina® Home Grown®  
Layer Pellets and Crumbles: 
Purina® Home Grown® Layer Pellets and Crumbles are a value 
option to provide the nutrients hens need to stay happy and healthy. 

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Premium, mixed grains: Freshly-ground  
  North American grains 

 ■ 16% protein, 3.25% calcium: Maintains hen health and   
  supports consistent egg production 

 ■ Essential amino acids: Enhanced with lysine and methionine   
      to help produce wholesome eggs and beautiful feathering 

 ■ Value option: For additional features including prebiotics,   
  probiotics and the Oyster Strong® System, consider   
  Purina® premium poultry feeds.

 ■ Available in pellets and crumbles: Choice is a personal   
  preference. Pellets are a great way to limit feed waste. 

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Home Grown® Layer feed to laying hens as at least 
90 percent of the diet. Pellets and crumbles include the same 
nutrition, so choosing between the two is a personal preference. 

During molt, switch to Purina® Flock Raiser® Feed for added 
protein needed for feather regrowth. When hens start laying 
again, transition back to Purina® Home Grown® Layer feed.
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................16.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................0.75%
Methionine (min) ........................................................0.25%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.50%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ................................................... 3.00%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ................................................... 4.00%
Phosphorus (P) (min) .................................................0.45%
Salt (NaCl) (min) ......................................................... 0.10%
Salt (NaCl) (max) ...................................................... 0.60%
Vitamin A (min) ...................................................3,750 IU/lb
Vitamin E (min)........................................................ 10 IU/lb
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Complete Feeds for 
Other Birds
Backyards aren’t just for laying chickens. Roosters, meat 
birds, ducks, turkeys and game birds can make great 
additions to backyard flocks.  

Whether raising a mixed flock for eggs, meat or as pets,  
they need a complete and balanced diet to feel and perform 
their best. 

Chickens being raised for meat grow at a faster rate than those 
raised for eggs, so a diet higher in protein and energy is needed 
to keep up with this accelerated growth. If raising birds for meat, 
Purina® Meat Bird feed or Purina® Flock Raiser® is the only diet 
they need from day one through market weight. Flock Raiser® 
feed is also recommended for roosters and non-laying hens 
because it does not contain the increased levels of calcium 
found in layer feeds. 

Waterfowl, turkeys and game birds have different nutrient 
requirements than chickens. In most cases, these birds need 
higher levels of protein and energy. If customers choose to 
diversify their flock with these birds, Purina offers several 
nutrition options to keep the whole flock happy and healthy.   
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20% protein,
2.5% calcium 
Increased energy demands 
Strong egg shells

Strong egg shells

Optimum
amino acids
To help control 
bird aggression

30% protein 
Meet high
energy demands

Vitamin C
Helps support the birds’ 
well-being during periods
of heat stress

19−20% protein
Bone and body 
growth and
beautiful feathering

No coccidiostat
Not approved for use 
with ducks and geese

Niacin
Healthy growth

Turkey/Guinea Chick

Adult Turkey/Guinea Hen

Duckling/Adult Duck

What to Look for in Duck,
Turkey, or Game Bird Feed:
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Purina® Flock Raiser® 
Crumbles and Pellets
Recommended for: 
 ■ Ducks and geese that are not laying eggs
 ■ Roosters and non-laying adult hens     
 ■ Molting hens     
 ■ Mixed flocks 

 ■ Turkeys from week eight and beyond
 ■ Meat birds from day one through market weight
 ■ Crumbles are recommended for young birds and small  
  birds but can be fed throughout the life of the bird.
 ■ Pellets are recommended for birds that are large enough  
  to consume whole pellets.

Why choose Purina® Flock Raiser®: 
Flock Raiser® is recommended for feeding one diet to mixed 
flocks or non-laying birds. If birds in the flock are laying eggs, 
supplement with Purina® Oyster Shell.

Key benefits and features:
 ■ 20% protein: Increased protein supports high energy  
  demands that include quick growth, feather regrowth  
  and flock maintenance  

 ■ Essential amino acids: Enhanced with lysine and  
  methionine to support muscle and skeletal development     
 ■ Prebiotics and probiotics: Supports immune and  
  digestive health     
 ■ Vitamins A, B, D, E and K: Help chicks grow into healthy  
  adult birds     
 ■ Niacin: Guaranteed niacin levels required for ducklings     
 ■ Available in pellets and crumbles: Choice is a personal  
  preference. Pellets are a great way to limit feed waste.

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Flock Raiser® for at least 90 percent of the diet 
to meat birds, mixed flocks and roosters. If birds in the flock 
are laying eggs, supplement with Purina® Oyster Shell. 

For hens in molt, switch to Purina® Flock Raiser® to provide 
added protein needed for feather regrowth. During molt, 
supplement with a dish of Purina® Oyster Shell to provide 
calcium needed to return to egg production. Once hens start 
laying eggs again, transition back to a complete layer feed. 

Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) ................................................ 20.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................ 1.10%
Methionine (min) ........................................................0.55%
Crude Fat (min) ......................................................... 3.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 5.00%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ................................................... 0.80%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................1.30%
Phosphorus (P) (min) ................................................ 0.60%
Salt (NaCl) (min) ........................................................ 0.30%
Salt (NaCl) (max) ...................................................... 0.80%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.55%
Vitamin A (min) ...................................................7,000 IU/lb
Vitamin E (min).........................................................14 IU/lb
Phytase (A. Oryzae) (min) .................................. 227 FYT/lb
Niacin (min) ..............................................................65 ppm
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Purina® Duck Feed Pellets

Recommended for: 
Ducklings from day one through first egg and non-egg-laying 
adult ducks.

Why choose Purina® Duck Feed: 
Purina® Duck Feed is specialized to meet the unique 
nutritional needs of ducks.     

Key benefits and features:
 ■ 19% protein: Specific protein levels to support duck  
  growth and energy demands

 ■ Unique and complete formula: Balanced formula with all  
  the specific nutrients ducklings need to grow and adult  
  ducks need to maintain proper health

 ■ Niacin: Includes at least 65 ppm (mg/kg) niacin to meet  
  ducklings’ higher niacin requirements for bone growth  
  and development, specifically in their legs  

 ■ Prebiotics and probiotics: Supports immune and  
  digestive health 

 ■ Available in pellets only    

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Duck Feed for at least 90 percent of the diet.  
If birds in the flock are laying eggs, supplement with Purina® 
Oyster Shell. 

Feed Purina® Duck Feed free-choice as the sole ration to 
ducks intended for meat production from hatch to market 
weight and male ducks.

Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................19.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................ 1.10%
Methionine (min) ........................................................0.40%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.30%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 5.00%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ................................................... .0.75%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................1.25%
Phosphorus (P) (min) ................................................ 0.50%
Salt (NaCl) (min) ......................................................... 0.15%
Salt (NaCl) (max) .......................................................0.65%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.51%
Niacin (min) ..............................................................65 ppm
Phytase (A. Oryzae) (min) .................................. 227 FYT/lb
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Purina® Game Bird & Turkey 
Startena® Feed

Recommended for: 
Pheasants, quail, chukars, guinea fowl and other exotic game 
birds from 0-6 weeks or turkeys 0-8 weeks of age. 

Why choose Purina® Game Bird & Turkey 
Startena® feed: 
Game birds and other poultry are growing in popularity as 
backyard flock enthusiasts explore new birds and diversify 
their flocks. These birds require high protein and specific 
nutrients, different from baby chicks, to start strong. Purina® 
Game Bird & Turkey Startena® feed is formulated to provide all 
of these unique nutrients.   

Key benefits and features:
 ■ High protein diet: 30% protein formula to meet high
  nutrient demands

 ■ Unique and complete formula: Balanced to provide all  
  the nutrients young game birds need for optimal growth  
  and development   

 ■ Appropriate crumble size: For poults and game bird  
  chicks to easily digest  

 ■ Vitamins A, B, D, E and K: Help poults and game bird  
  chicks grow into healthy adult birds

 ■ Heat stress support: Vitamin C helps support the birds’  
  well-being during periods of heat stress

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Game Bird & Turkey Startena® Feed as at least 
90 percent of the diet as follows:

Turkeys:

 ■ If raising for meat, feed Purina® Game Bird & Turkey 
Startena® feed from 0 to 8 weeks. Then transition to  
Purina® Flock Raiser® feed. 

 ■  If raising for eggs, feed Purina® Game Bird & Turkey   
Startena® feed from 0 to 8 weeks. Then transition to  
Purina® Flock Raiser® feed from eight weeks to first egg  
(around week 28). Switch to a complete layer feed at the  
first egg. 
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Peacocks: 

 ■ Feed Purina® Game Bird & Turkey Startena® feed from 0 
to 6 weeks. After week 6, switch to Purina® Flock Raiser® 
feed. At the first egg, transition to a complete layer feed. 

Game Birds:

 ■ If raising for meat, feed Purina® Game Bird & Turkey  
Startena® feed for the first six weeks and then switch to 
Purina® Flock Raiser® feed until birds reach market weight. 

 ■ If raising for eggs, feed Purina® Game Bird & Turkey  
Startena® feed from day one until the first egg and then 
feed Purina® Game Bird Breeder Layena® feed. 

 ■ If raising for flight, feed Purina® Game Bird & Turkey 
Startena® feed from day one through week six and then  
switch to Purina® Game Bird Flight Conditioner.

Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) ................................................ 30.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................1.50%
Methionine (min) ....................................................... 0.50%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 6.50%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ................................................... .1.00%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................1.50%
Phosphorus (P) (min) ................................................ 0.80%
Salt (NaCl) (min) .........................................................0.25%
Salt (NaCl) (max) .......................................................0.75%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.51%
Phytase (A. Oryzae) (min) .................................. 227 FYT/lb
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Purina® Game Bird Breeder 
Layena® Feed

Recommended for: 
Egg-laying pheasants, quail, ducks, geese, chukars, guinea 
hens and other exotic game birds.   

Why choose Purina® Game Bird Layena® feed: 
Purina® Game Bird Breeder Layena® feed is specifically 
designed to meet the special dietary requirements of breeder 
hens. It is formulated to support fertility, embryo development 
and egg production for all game birds.

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Unique, flexible and complete formula: Balanced  
  to provide the nutrients all laying game birds need for  
  proper production and eggshell strength

 ■ Balanced levels of amino acids, energy, vitamins and  
  minerals: Designed to keep breeders in top condition for  
  egg production and hatchability

 ■ High protein diet: 20% protein recipe to support bird  
  health, egg production and healthy, strong chicks at hatch     
 ■ Calcium-fortified: For strong eggshells      
 ■ Optimum levels of amino acids and salt: Proper blend of  
  amino acids and salt help suppress aggressive behavior  
  and cannibalism 

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Game Bird Breeder Layena® feed to game bird  
and exotic hens at onset of egg production until hen is out  
of egg production. When game birds are not laying, feed 
Purina® Flock Raiser® feed, other recommendations include 
Purina® Game Bird Flight Conditioner or Purina® Game Bird 
Maintenance Chow. Repeat this cycle each season as hens  
go in and out of egg production.
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) ................................................ 20.00%
Lysine (min) ............................................................... 0.90%
Methionine (min) ....................................................... 0.30%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .....................................................7.00%
Calcium (Ca) (min). .................................................. .2.50%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ................................................... 3.50%
Phosphorus (P) (min) ................................................ 0.80%
Salt (NaCl) (min) .........................................................0.25%
Salt (NaCl) (max) .......................................................0.75%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.55%
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Purina® Meat Bird Crumbles

Recommended for: 
Meat birds from day one through market weight. 

Why choose Purina® Meat Bird Crumbles: 
Purina® Meat Bird Feed is a simple way to provide broilers 
with all 38 unique nutrients they need to start strong and finish 
strong. It is designed for fast growth to help broilers reach 
market weight as soon as possible.

Key benefits and features:
 ■ A perfect blend of protein: Highly digestible 22%   
      protein feed with targeted amino acids helps broilers  
       reach market weight efficiently.  

 ■ A complete meal plan for broilers: All 38 unique   
  nutrients broilers need each day at the proper levels are   
  included in the bag – no need to supplement. 

 ■ Strong immune system and gut health:  Rich antioxidants     
      and added probiotics, prebiotics help support birds’ immune   
      and digestive health.

 ■ Strong bones: Proper calcium-phosphorus ratio to help   
  keep broilers mobile up to market weight.  

Feeding directions:
Feed Purina® Meat Bird feed to meat birds as the sole ration 
from day 1 through market weight. Most commercial meat 
breeds will reach harvest weight around 6 weeks of age.  
Dual-purpose or heritage breed meat birds may take longer 
(8 to 10 weeks) to reach market weight.
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) ................................................ 22.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................1.00%
Methionine (min) ....................................................... 0.30%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 6.00%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ................................................... 0.90%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................1.40%
Phosphorus (P) (min) ................................................ 0.60%
Salt (NaCl) (min) ......................................................... 0.10%
Salt (NaCl) (max) ...................................................... 0.60%
Vitamin A (min) .................................................. 3,300 IU/lb
Vitamin E (min)........................................................ 20 IU/lb
Phytase (A. Oryzae) (min) .................................. 227 FYT/lb
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Feeding a Mixed Flock
Use this feeding guide to recommend the correct complete 
feed for meat birds, ducks, geese and turkeys. If a customer 
has multiple species in one flock, Purina® Flock Raiser® can 
be fed to hens, however be sure to supplement with Purina® 
Oyster Shell for the required calcium. 

Mixed Flock
Feeding Guide

Bird
Weeks

To Market
Weeks To
First Egg

Feed
(lbs/bird)

Raising For
Meat Production

Raising For
Egg Production

Broiler
Chickens

6 –10 – 12 ––

Layer
Chickens

– 18 – 20– –

Starter/Grower: Purina® Start & Grow® 
or Purina® Organic Starter-Grower 

from hatch to 18 weeks

Layer: Purina Layena® Pellets or Crumbles, 
Layena®+ Omega-3, Purina® Layena®+ 
Free Range or Purina® Organic Layer

Duck 7 – 8 268 – 11 Purina® Duck Feed
or Purina® Flock Raiser®

Starter-Grower: 
Purina® Duck Feed or Purina® Flock Raiser®

Layer: Purina® Duck Feed or Purina®

Flock Raiser® with Purina® Oyster
Shell or Purina® Game Bird Layena®

Goose 15 – 20 2640 – 60 Purina® Flock Raiser® Starter-Grower: Purina® Flock Raiser®

Layer: Purina® Game Bird Layena®

Turkey 14 – 18 28

Feed
(lbs/bird)

Purina® Flock Raiser®

or Purina® Meat Bird

15 – 20

55 – 70

70 – 90

110 – 22060 – 100 0 – 8 Weeks:
Purina® Game Bird
 & Turkey Startena

8 Weeks to �nishing:
Purina® Flock Raiser®

0 – 8 Weeks: Purina® Game Bird & Turkey 
Startena®

8 weeks to lay: Purina® Flock Rasier®

Layer: Purina® Game Bird Breeder Layena®
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Purina® Treats And 
Supplements For 
Backyard Poultry

Treats, scratch grains and table scraps can be a fun way to spend 
time with the backyard flock. When you sprinkle scratch grains 
or place a Purina® Flock Block Supplement® in the coop, the 
flock comes running. 

Just be sure to not overdo treats. For optimal bird health and 
performance, follow a 90/10 rule. At least 90 percent of the diet 
should come from a complete feed and then the 10 percent 
balance can be filled with two tablespoons a day of treats  
and snacks. 
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We like to view treats, scratch grains and table scraps as candy 
for poultry. Birds love them so, if given the chance, they may 
choose the treats over their complete feed. When birds eat 
too many treats and scraps, they eat less complete feed and 
dilute the 38 nutrients in their complete feed. Customers may 
experience reduced egg production or unforeseen health issues 
with their birds as a result.

If customers choose to supplement their flock’s nutrition with treats 
and supplements, Purina has a variety of nutritious products 
to keep backyard flocks happy and healthy. For best results, 
do not start offering treats until birds are 18 weeks or older. 

While hens are laying eggs, feed a complete 
layer feed for at least 90% of the diet:

The other 10% of their diet can come 
from treats, scratch grains or treats they 
find while foraging. 
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Purina® Farm to Flock™ 

Hen Treats

Recommended for: 
Adult chickens as a treat to complement their complete feed.

Why choose Purina® Farm to Flock™  
Hen Treats: 
Purina® Farm to Flock™ Hen Treats offer essential nutrients 
your birds need so you can go ahead and spoil them without 
any guilt. Your girls will get a well-balanced mix of grains, 
vitamins and minerals in every delightful bite. 

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Natural, healthy and wholesome ingredients:  
  Complements complete layer feed with essential  
  vitamins, minerals and grains in every bite.

 ■ Fun, bite-sized shape: Easy for birds to eat and fun  
  for flock raisers to feed. 

 ■ Delicious taste: Wholesome ingredients chickens  
  love to eat.

 ■ Two protein options: 13 percent protein (Wholesome Hen  
  Treats) for daily maintenance and 20 percent protein (High  
  Protein Hen Treats) when birds need a nutritional boost.

Feeding directions:
Feed up to 2 tablespoons per bird daily as a treat to adult 
hens (age 18 weeks or older). Feed along with a complete 
Purina® layer feed. Use only as directed. Do not use as  
a sole diet. 
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Purina® Farm to Flock™ Wholesome Hen 
Treats Guaranteed Analysis:
Crude Protein (min) .................................................13.00%
Lysine (min) ............................................................... 0.80%
Methionine (min) ........................................................0.25%
Crude Fat (min) ......................................................... 3.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 5.00%
Ash (max) ................................................................10.50%
Calcium (Ca) (min). .................................................. .2.50%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ................................................... 3.50%
Phosphorus (P) (min) .................................................0.65%
Salt (NaCl) (min) .........................................................0.01%
Salt (NaCl) (max) .......................................................0.51%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.55%

Purina® Farm to Flock™ High Protein Hen 
Treats Guaranteed Analysis:
Crude Protein (min) ................................................ 20.00%
Lysine (min) ................................................................ 1.10%
Methionine (min) ........................................................0.40%
Crude Fat (min) ......................................................... 3.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 4.00%
Ash (max) ................................................................. 9.00%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ................................................... .1.50%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................2.00%
Phosphorus (P) (min) .................................................0.70%
Salt (NaCl) (min) .........................................................0.01%
Salt (NaCl) (max) .......................................................0.51%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.51%
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Purina®

Scratch Grains

Recommended for: 
Adult chickens, ducks, geese and turkeys – as a treat to 
complement their complete feed. 

Why choose Purina® Scratch Grains: 
Purina® Scratch Grains are a blend of high-quality grains to 
complement complete feeds and encourage natural pecking 
foraging and feeding instincts.

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Premium, mixed grains: Freshly-ground North
  American grains

 ■ Encourages instinctive behaviors: Made to support  
  instinctive pecking and scratching behavior

 ■ Backyard happiness: Keeps the flock entertained

51

Feeding directions:
Offer Purina® Scratch Grains as a treat for adult poultry as no  
more than 10 percent of the diet. To avoid diluting their essential 
nutrients, sprinkle scratch grains on the ground or in the feeder 
after the flock has eaten their complete feed. Scatter scratch 
grains while birds are foraging or to train birds to come back 
to the coop at night. 

Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................. 8.00%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................1.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .....................................................4.50%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ................................................... .0.01%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................0.51%
Phosphorus (P) (min) ................................................ 0.20%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.51%
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Recommended for: 
Organic flocks that include adult chickens, ducks, geese and 
turkeys – as a treat to complement their complete feed. 

Why choose Purina® Organic Scratch Grains: 
Purina® Organic Scratch Grains are a blend of high-quality 
grains to complement complete feeds and encourage natural 
pecking, foraging and feeding instincts. They are certified 
USDA Organic for use with organic flocks. 

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Certified USDA Organic: Fulfills the requirements of  
  the USDA to guarantee the product is made without  
  the use of pesticides, fertilizers, and genetically modified  
  organisms (GMOs)

 ■ Premium, mixed grains: Freshly-ground North
  American grains 

 ■ Encourages natural behaviors: Made to support  
  instinctive pecking, foraging and scratching behavior 

 ■ Backyard happiness: Keeps the flock entertained and  
  part of the family.

Feeding directions:
Offer Purina® Organic Scratch Grains as a treat for adult poultry 
as no more than 10 percent of the diet. To avoid diluting their 
essential nutrients, sprinkle scratch grains on the ground or 
in the feeder after the flock has eaten their complete feed. 
Scatter scratch grains while birds are foraging or to train 
birds to come back to the coop at night.

Purina® Organic
Scratch Grains
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) ...................................................7.00%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.00%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 6.00%
Calcium (Ca) (min). ................................................... .0.01%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................0.51%
Phosphorus (P) (min) ................................................ 0.20%
Sodium (Na) (max) .....................................................0.51%



Recommended for: 
Adult chickens, ducks, geese and turkeys – as a treat to 
complement their complete feed. 

Why choose Purina® Flock Block: 
The Purina® Flock Block Supplement® is a fun and healthy treat. 
Made from whole grains, it provides enrichment no matter the 
season. In the summer, place the Flock Block Supplement® 
outside for birds to peck and encourage natural pecking behavior. 
In colder weather, the Purina® Flock Block Supplement® can 
be a useful boredom buster, giving birds a place to peck - 
keeping the flock occupied and less likely to peck one another 
while in the coop. 

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Wholesome nutrition: Made from freshly-ground North  
  American whole grains for a nutritious treat

 ■ Contains oyster shell and grit: To aid in shell quality  
  and feed digestion

 ■ Encourages natural pecking instincts: Solid grains keep  
  birds entertained and enrich the coop

 ■ Backyard happiness: Keeps the flock entertained and  
  part of the family.

Feeding directions:
Place the Purina® Flock Block Supplement® in a dry, covered 
and elevated area so adult birds can peck it at their leisure. 
For first time use or smaller flocks, consider breaking the 
Purina® Flock Block Supplement® into smaller pieces. 

The Purina® Flock Block Supplement® can be left out for birds 
to peck when they like. If birds have access to their regular diet 
as well as the supplement, the block should last a few weeks. 

  

Purina® Flock Block 
Supplement® 
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Guaranteed analysis: 
Crude Protein (min) .................................................. 9.00%
Lysine (min) ............................................................... 0.30%
Methionine (min) ........................................................ 0.15%
Crude Fat (min) ..........................................................2.50%
Crude Fiber (max) .................................................... 4.00%
Calcium (Ca) (min). .................................................. .2.30%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ....................................................2.80%
Phosphorus (P) (min) .................................................0.65%
Salt (NaCl) (min) .........................................................0.70%
Salt (NaCl) (max) .......................................................1.20%
Sodium (Na) (max) .................................................... 0.60%
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Recommended for: 
Egg-laying chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys and game birds.

Why choose Purina® Oyster Shell: 
Purina® Oyster Shell helps support eggshell integrity by 
providing a source of calcium for free-range flocks, during  
molt or when a complete layer feed is not available.    

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Excellent source of supplemental calcium: Ensures  
  eggshell strength is supported when complete layer feeds  
  are not accessible

Feeding directions:
Place Purina Oyster Shell in a separate feeder.  Hens will eat the 
oyster shell when they feel the need more calcium in their diet. 

Guaranteed analysis: 
Calcium (Ca) (min). ................................................... 33.0%
Calcium (Ca) (max) ................................................... 38.0%
  

Purina®

Oyster Shell
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Recommended for: 
Chickens, turkeys and game birds who are foraging. 

Why choose Purina® Chick and Poultry Grit: 
Chickens do not have teeth. Instead, they often swallow 
food whole and break it down in the gizzard. Grit aids in feed 
breakdown. If fed a commercially-prepared complete feed, 
grit is not needed since the ingredients in a complete feed are 
already ground into small enough pieces that a digestive aid is 
not necessary.    

Key benefits and features:
 ■ Proper size for easy digestion: Crushed granite, sized  
  for easy swallowing and healthy digestion

Feeding directions:
If birds are not receiving a complete feed, place a dish of 
Purina® Chick or Poultry Grit near their feeder for birds to eat 
as needed. Use Purina® Chick Grit for birds under 18 weeks 
old and Purina® Poultry Grit after week 18. 
  

Purina® Chick
and Poultry Grit



59

Frequently Asked 
Questions

I want to try Purina® poultry feeds.  
Can I get a coupon to try a bag?  

Yes! You can try Purina® layer feed through the Purina® Feed 
Greatness™ Challenge. This trial program gives backyard 
flock owners an opportunity to try our layer feed for 90 days. 
Upon sign up, customers will receive a feed offer and tips 
throughout the trial.
 
To sign-up, go to www.purinamills.com/flocktrial

What should I feed my pullets and cockerels
(teenage birds)?   

Pullets and cockerels grow quickly and require the same 38 
nutrients as baby chicks. Continue feeding the same complete 
starter-grower that’s fed to chicks until the birds reach 18 
weeks old. Good options for pullets and cockerels are: Purina® 
Start & Grow® Non-Medicated feed, Purina® Start & Grow® 
Medicated feed and Purina® Organic Starter-Grower feed. 

When should I switch from a starter-grower to a
layer feed?    

Switch from a complete starter-grower feed to a complete 
layer feed at the first egg. This typically occurs around 18-20 
weeks of age, depending on breed. If birds have not started 
laying by that age, the extra calcium in layer feed can help 
jump-start egg production. 

Is it worth adding spices, supplements and additives  
to my feed?  

Complete poultry feeds are formulated to provide all the 
nutrients birds require. Adding spices, supplements or 
additives only dilute these essential nutrients and do not 
provide benefits to the flock. A complete feed should provide 
complete nutrition for birds.
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I have a mixed flock with multiple poultry species.  
What should I feed? 

Mixed flocks and unique poultry are an exciting part of the 
chicken math equation. Refer to the chart on page 41 for 
specific feeding recommendations. For mixed flocks with 
multiple species, Purina® Flock Raiser® is a good all-flock feed.

What are signs that my feed is working well? 

A quality nutrition program is the cornerstone of bird health 
and happiness. Hens that are receiving the nutrients are better 
equipped for success. Signs of good nutrition include:

 ■ Optimal eggshell quality
 ■ Dark, golden yolks
 ■ Shiny feathers
 ■ Vibrant beaks and shanks
 ■ Positive attitude
 ■ High energy 

When can I start giving my birds treats? 

We recommend waiting until week 18 to start offering treats, 
scratch and scraps to your birds. This prevents diluting the 
nutrients baby and growing chicks require for growth and 
development. At week 18 or older, treats, scratch and scraps 
can be introduced in moderation as no more than 10 percent 
of the diet. 

What should I feed my birds during molt?  

Birds in molt require higher protein levels for feather regrowth. 
During molt, switch from a complete layer feed to Purina® 

Flock Raiser® feed.  After 2 weeks on Purina® Flock Raiser® 
feed, provide a supplemental feeder with Purina® Oyster 
Shell.  When hens start laying eggs again, transition back 
to a complete layer feed like Purina® Layena® feed, Purina® 
Layena®+ Free Range Layer Pellets, Purina® Layena®+ 
Omega-3 feed or Purina® Organic Layer feed. 

Can I feed roosters the same feed as my hens?   

Roosters require higher protein and less calcium than laying 
hens. We recommend feeding roosters a separate diet of 
Purina® Flock Raiser® feed. To do this, feed roosters in a 
separate pen or raise one of the feeders so only the roosters 
can reach it.

If the desire is to feed one feed to all adult birds, use Purina® 
Flock Raiser® feed to both hens and roosters and then 
supplement with oyster shell to give hens the added calcium 
they need.
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I switched to Purina® feed and my birds are not  
eating it right away.  

Birds love consistency, so it may take a few days for them 
to acclimate to their new feed. Make any feed transitions 
gradually. If birds are used to crumbles, start with a crumble 
layer feed. The same goes with pellets. The more similar the 
two feeds are, the more smoothly the transition will go.

Start by sprinkling a handful of the new feed on top of the 
flock’s current feed. Over the next several days, increase the 
amount of new feed being added each day. Stir the feeds 
together, so birds are eating both old and new feed.
By the end of the 7-10 day period, the feeder should contain 
only the new feed and the transition is cvomplete.
 

My hens stopped laying eggs. Should I switch to a 
different feed?  

There are several reasons hens may slow production or stop 
laying eggs. 

The first and most common reason is daylight. Hens need a 
minimum of 16 hours of daylight to sustain strong production. 
For consistent production through winter, provide additional 
light. We recommend using one incandescent 25-watt or 
LED 3- to 9-watt bulb per 100 square feet of coop space. If 
supplementing with artificial light, keep consistency by putting 
lights on timers.

Next, be sure there are no stressors in or around the coop. 
Predators, temperature, coop space, nesting box space or 
aggressive hens in the flock can all impact egg counts. 

Third, hens may decrease egg production from being provided 
too many treats. Follow the 90/10 rule to avoid diluting the 38 
essential nutrients. 

Age and molt can also impact egg production. Over the 
course of a hen’s lifetime, egg production will peak at about 
250-280 eggs during their first year laying eggs.  After that, the 
number of eggs produced each year declines until she retires.

Frequently Asked 
Questions (continued)
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My bird laid one abnormal or thin-shelled egg. 
Is this a feed issue?  

An occasional egg oddity is par for the course. Every hen will 
occasionally lay an egg with some abnormality. Even commercial 
birds lay these odd eggs; it’s just that you never see those eggs 
in the grocery store because they are not the expected shape.  

Abnormalities tend to show up more often in hens that are 
coming into production and for older hens approaching 
the end of a laying cycle. Early on, the hormones are still 
finding the right balance, so you get some interesting looking 
eggs. As the hens age, abnormalities reappear because the 
reproductive tract is getting older and less prolific.   

If the hen is at least three years old, she is approaching a time 
in her life where eggs are more likely to be abnormal than the 
expected appearance. Illness can sometimes play a role in 
egg abnormalities. So can nutritional deficiency. To provide 
the calcium needed for consistent egg production, provide a 
complete layer feed for at least 90 percent of the hen’s diet. 

As long as the shell is still intact, there is nothing wrong with 
eating what’s inside the egg. If the shell is cracked, throw the 
egg away as it may be contaminated with unwanted bacteria.
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Committed to Making The  
Best Possible Feeds 

At Purina, our feeds are fed to hundreds of thousands of 
animals every day. Animals that rely on us to help them be 
their best. That’s why our feeds are made with the Purina® 
FeedGuard® Nutrition System. It’s our satisfaction guarantee 
that your animals get the consistent, high-quality nutrition they 
need every day.

 ■ Constant Nutrition® formulation: The actual nutrition in 
any type of ingredient can vary for countless reasons, so  
we formulated our feed for optimal nutrition instead of by  
individual ingredients.

 ■ Top quality ingredients: We source only the best 
ingredients and only purchase those that meet our stringent 
quality standards. In fact, every year, thousands of tons of 
ingredients that don’t meet our strict nutritional standards 
are sent away.

 ■ Perfected at the mill: We use near infrared reflectance 
(NIR) technology to measure and compensate for the actual 
nutrient levels in ingredients at many of our mills.  
Not at a far-off supplier or in a random lab.

 ■ Satisfaction guaranteed: We stand behind every bag  
of feed we sell. If any bag of Purina® feed you buy fails 
to meet or exceed your expectations, we’ll give you your 
money back.  
    

Purina® FeedGuard® Nutrition System is  
our assurance that Purina® feed can give 
your animals the nutrition they need to 
be their best.

Purina® FeedGuard®  
Nutrition System 
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Guarantee 
Purina appreciates your business. If for any 
reason you are not satisfied with the quality of 
the product, please return it to your authorized 
Purina®retailer for replacement or a full refund. 
The product guarantee only honors the original 
purchaser of Purina® products who buys the 
products directly from an authorized Purina® dealer.  
 
For more information on this or other 
Purina® products, visit purinamills.com or 
call 1-800-227-8941.
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PURINA ORGANIC STARTER/GROWER
PURINA ORGANIC LAYER CRUMBLES
PURINA ORGANIC LAYER PELLETS
PURINA ORGANIC SCRATCH
STR+GRO AMP .0125 CR 50LB
STR+GRO AMP .0125 CR 25LB
STR+GRO AMP .0125 CR 8X5LB
STR+GRO CR 50LB
STR+GRO CR 25LB
STR+GRO CR 8X5LB
LAYENA CR 50LB
LAYENA CR 40LB
LAYENA CR 25LB
LAYENA CRUMBLES 4X10LB
LAYENA PLT 50LB
LAYENA PLT 40LB
LAYENA PLT 25LB
LAYENA PELLETS 4X10LB 
LAYENA+ FREE RANGE 40LB
LAYENA+ FREE RANGE 4X10LB
LAYENA+ OMEGA-3
LAYENA+ OMEGA-3 4X10LB
P HG LAYER 16 CR 50LB
P HG LAYER 16 PLT 50LB
P HG START/GROW 50LB
P HG START/GROW AMP .0125 50LB
FLK RAISER CRUMBLE 50LB
FLK RAISER CR 40LB
FLK RAISER CR 25LB
FLK RAISER CR 8X5LB
FLK RAISER PLT 50LB
PURINA DUCK PELLETS 40LB
PURINA DUCK PELLETS 8X5LB
PUR MEATBIRD CR 40LB
GAME BIRD + TURKEY STARTENA SM
GAMEBIRD BRDR LAYENA ETTS
PURINA HEN TREATS 6X2LB
PURINA HEN TREATS PROTEIN 6X2LB
FLOCK BLOCK 25LB
SCRATCH GR SUNFH 50LB
SCRATCH GR SUNFH RCP ML 25LB
OYSTER SHELL 50LB BG
PURINA OYSTER SHELL 8X5LB
PURINA GRIT-ADULT 8X5LB
PURINA GRIT-SMALL 8X5LB
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